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The BASS (Business Applications and Space 

Solutions) programme supports companies

across all sectors in developing innovative

solutions that use satellite technologies (EO, 

SatNav, SatCom) for Earth-based usage.

ESA BASS
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READ ME

• Make sure the Fonts files are installed from the ‘Footage’ folder

• Insert Slides from the Master Slides selection, that gives you a variety of 

page layout options. 

• There is a ‘Footage’ folder which includes a number of images that can be 

included in the PowerPoint, these include Globe Hero images, Industry images 

and images from the Launch Video.

• You can insert images from the footage folder or relevant images to your 

presentation, by clicking on the placeholder icon/text. 

• The Graphic Elements source page in the Master Slides is where you can copy 

and paste the Graphic Elements and place them on slides, if you wish to add the 

decorative elements.
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• Zero-equity funding

• Funding rate of 50-100% depending on the size of the 
company (SME, large company, industry, academia)

• Funding starts from 75,000 EUR, no formal upper limit

• Supports solutions from TRL 3 upwards: Kick-Start, 
Proof-of-Concept, Pilot

• Project duration from 6 (Kick-Start Activity) do 24 months
(Pilot)

• First application stage: 8-page proposal (Activity Pitch 
Questionnaire), evaluation outcome (accepted / clarify / not 
accepted) within two weeks

• Open calls and thematic calls

• Continous call for proposals (no deadlines for Open Call)

BASS’ offer (1)
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• IP (intellectual property) remains with beneficiary

• Proposals can be submitted by individual companies or by 
national/international consortia

• Ambassador’s support (free of charge) during the first
stage of application, followed by ESA’s suport during the 
second (Outline Proposal) and third (Full Proposal) stage

• If successful, you may use ESA branding and get access to 
ESA commercial network

BASS’ offer (2)
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Why to apply

• No need to define the problem / market need
ESA defines the problem for you – you can focus on 
describing your solution.

• Lower evaluation risk
Reduced risk of your idea being assessed by non-
domain experts, increasing the chances of being
properly understood.

• Collaboration opportunities
If successful, opportunity to collaborate with 
stakeholders who co-defined the thematic call
together with ESA.

Thematic calls
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Thematic calls (previous editions)
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Space for 

Opening: 2-02-2026

Closing: 7-04-2026

Link >>>

https://business.esa.int/funding/call-for-proposals-non-competitive/responsible-fishing
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KICK-START

• Scope: technical feasibility, economic viability, market needs

• Expected results

(1) System architecture defined

(2) Initial business plan

(3) Users needs identified

• Duration: 6 months

• Project budget: 100,000 EUR

• ESA funding: 75,000 EUR

• Own funding (cash): 25,000 EUR

Types of projects
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Proof-of-Concept (Feasibility study)

• Technical and economic feasibility

• Duration of max. 12 months

• Individual or consortium

Pilot (Demonstration project)
• Development of pre-operational version of the product/service and validation by target users

• Duration of max. 24 months

• Individual or consortium

Types of projects
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Funding
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Application / evaluation procedure (PoC/Pilot) 

National Delegate
(MRiT)

Letter of Authorisation

Industry

ESA

Activity Pitch
Questionnaire

(APQ)

Outline
Proposal

(OP)

Project
Implementation

Feedback

2 weeks

Feedback

2 weeks

Negotiation Points

6 weeks

Contract Signed

3 weeks

Full
Proposal

(FP)

3 months
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Ambassadors

Ambassadors are present in 8 countries and 

are the local interface for ESA Space 

Solutions enquiries.

They advise companies on the preparation of the 

APQ and promote ESA Space Solutions funding 

opportunities.

They help non-space companies to access 

space assets and data in order to boost their 

commercial activities.

Mission: Identify, recruit, and accompany new 

players from non-space domains into the 

European space ecosystem.

UK

Belgium

Germany

Austria

Czech Republic

Poland

Portugal

Norway
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www.esaambasador.plRead more
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business.esa.intRead more
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PoC, Pilot

No need to prepare a full proposal upfront: At the first stage, an 8-page proposal is sufficient.

No administrative burden at the beginning: 

No need to provide proof of cofunding, consortium agreements, etc. at the initial stage.

Fast evaluation: ESA evaluates your proposal within up to 2 weeks of submission.

Free of charge support: You can benefit from proposal consultations with the Ambassador.



ESA UNCLASSIFIED

ESA Unclassified - For Official Use

ESA UNCLASSIFIED

Wojciech Adamiak
wojciech.adamiak@abgi-poland.com
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